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VINTAGE 1926

. . The fire wagon shown above rolled off the assembly llne
year 1026. In 1058 it makes an Interesting antique but, sadly enough, 1t is still being used
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Bennew
points at one of the highest value districts in this city, the

SAFE AND UNSAFE ZONES , . , Fire Chlef J. J.

Hollywood Rlviera section, which lies outside of the
that the present fire ions can A cover
Other Iarge portloglu of the city also lle unprotected.
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1t Is equipped with two wheel, mechanical brakes, and

ﬂ_nnwnmalled to service, Many of the city’s volunteer firémen 'who were in town also it’s the only ladder truck it has.
helped battle ‘the flames, and even some men who were Just former firemen came over chain. drive. Note the crank.. A highway patrol check would banish it from the streets on -
and helped: And with all that help, the Torrance Fire Department had just enough men safety rules. alone, Chief Benner has called 1t “A hazard on the roads.” Other firemen have

been much Jess ‘gentle in thelr deseriptions of it. A

First of Series o ;
itations of Torrance Fire Department

It
les f coul “The cravclr o)
A\ vlrlaur city departments e

ap with It ‘xhla s, the first of a series of thi
articles on of ‘the' most Importan thoss departments, The Fire De-|
partment, desighed to acquaint mo mou:nndu of new residents of this cltly
with the men. and equipment which protect them and thelr homes; Instail.
ments two an vee - will follow in subsequent o

3 By MARV i

Detter than ever,
And it'’s not

The chances of having' your house burn down

thll' year are

rrance Fire Department’s, tault;

Thus far, Fire wuk'e Benner has donée a masterful job
of!juggling his few firemen and hls scanty equipment to save

ition  of ‘being ¢ |
TR

enough ta douse only the small
est grass fires.

In service at the main sta
tion is an antiquated 1926 lad-
der truck with two-wheel brakes,
which have prompted Chief Ben-
ner to call it a “hazard on the
roads.”” Its pump, when new—27
years ago—pumped 600 gallons
per minute, Right how, you
could practically wash your hair|
under it, There is one fireman

Torrance from a serlolis. conflat—

gration, bosili
How long he can ‘continue ‘to|
do, this, with the present;rate
of growth here  constantly, can-
celling his efforts, is a  mat-
ter for grim conjecture. ..
One of these days, maybe
soon, Torrance's luck is going|
to run out, A few too ny|
fires' will break out in a'few
toa many places at the wrongi
time and homes will be lost and
citizens will become justifiably|
irate and will demand to' know|
“Why?” Others will investigate
~—and find out *Why”
They'll learn that Torrance, a
city of 40,000 people, i8 being
“protected” by a Fire Depart:

ternating days off, oﬁ three days:
out of each week two men come
in to relieve these four men on
a 24hour shift basis. X
At the McMaster Park substa-
tion there are three men on
duty at best, By the same proc-
ess of subtraction, plus a little
multiplication, we find that for
two days in every week, there
is only one man on duty dur-
ing one of the 24-hour shifts,
To remedy this situation, Chief
Benner se! men from the main
station ' to fill in, leaying the
main station

manning it, while there, should
be elgh%.

Also on duty at the main sta-
tion is a GMC grass wagon with
a 500-gallon pumper and a 400+
gallon tank, This particular ve:
hicle was taken to the infa
mous sulphur fire at United Sul:
phur ' Co., but its toy pump did
little to quell the roaring in:
ferno,” according to firemen.

(The Brighter Side

Bright lights, equipment-wise,
are the two 1949 Mack trucks,
one at the main station, and
one at Walteria, These are both
160-‘gallan pumpers—heavy duty

Steps aré presently being tak:
en to relieve this lack of per-
sonnel. Chief Benner asked the

ment ‘which 1s only large
to protect & eity half the size
of ‘this one,

Let's look at the sad facts,
1 Too . Few

|present equipment

City Council, in his tentative

“Another encouraging thing is|
the fact' that the City Ceuncil,
recognizing the need for new
fire-fighti i t, has al-

budget, for eight itional fire-
men ‘and a fire marshal. The
council has been able to guar-

.|antee the chief four firemen and

a fire marshal,

©  Equipment Lacking
gad fact that the
being used to
40,000 people

It is another

highest number of ‘men ever on l"o‘

is

qld.

A 1034 Mack fire engine that
was being used in the North
Torrance station 18 presently un:
dergoing  repairs and installa:

(1
too little, too few, and too

|tion of a new motor which will

make it a topnotci plece of
tivefighting equipment == how-
ever, while It is in the: shop,
it s being replaced by &,
rd ‘grass wagon, with a
ity water tank

1935 g
182/

located money in the budget for
the purchase of a new $28,000,
1260:gallon pumping fire engine,
The city has obtained $5,775 in
Civil Defense aid to add toward
the purchase of this engine,
Still, Chief Benner estimates
that he‘needs at least eight ad:
ditional fire trucks, plus a res:
cue outfit to protect the city,
However, he wonders where he
would put them if he had them.
The present facilities are cramp-
Substations Needed
Thus, we come to a third
sad fact. The total area of Tor-
rance is 18,88 square miles. This
Igantic area is covered by a
grand total of three fire sta-
trucks, 40 firemen.

duty 1s fouts With

one_ian
vacation and the other three al|

tions, six
|Accordlng to the National Board

f Three Articles Tells |

of Fire Underwriters, Who iset
the insurance ratés for all cit:
fes, no run of a fire ‘truck to
a fire should ‘be over 1.5 miles,
as the crow flies, The average
run of Torrance' fire trucks in
a typical summer month, July
1052, was 218 miles. On’gome
ot these- fire calls, trucks’ hasl
to travel as far as 6, 6.5, 6.4,

trafflc JUST TO GET TO THE
FIRE.

There were 94 fires in July,
1052-that's three a day. The
obvious need is for more fire
stations. Chief Benner is grim
'when he pulls out the map and
shows, with drawn circles, what|
areas of the city his three sta-
tions can reach adequately. Left
unprotected are countless mil-
lions of dollars worth of homes|
in Hollywood ' Riyiera, also the
Del Amo Hstates, ~the north
side of Seaside Ranchos, and all
the projected new homes bor-
dered by Hawthorne Blvd. and
180th -8t 33
Four Fires Oripple Department

This, of course, is under ideal
conditions, when one fire breaks
out at a time, It is a fourth
sad fact that four fires flam-
ing at the same time in separ-
ate parts of Torrance can crip:
ple the fire department, neces-
sitate a call to Redondo or to
the county for aid, and imperil
thousands of people whe are too
far from where the fire engines
happen to be at the time for
protection.

“Porrance is lucky,” Chief Ben-
ner told this veporter, “the. an
gels have been with us.”

As an example of this luck,
take the Sulphur fire; Every|
avallable plece of firefighting
equipment and ev: fireman in|
Torrance was battling that fire,
plus many firemen who were
off-shift, and . all the men and
equipment from the Walteria
station. ‘This necessitated' mo#
ing up engines from Redondol

Y

Sun so long
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For Dyeing needs . i)
PAGES ' Hpays to look il
Will help it look In the 'Classified’part
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5, b1, 4.5, and 4.1 miles through| Chief Benner realizes that, in

Woodpile Fire Chars 2 Garages
Fire in ‘a woodpile between Mrs, Herbert Robinson, of 1638
two garages at Carson St. and|Greenwood Ave, and Mrs., Nan-
Ave. did le|cy Hortel, of 1636° Greenwood
damage to the two structures|Ave.
shortly after noon yesterday. Mrs. Hortel discovered the
Damaged wad the double ga-|fire, Capt, Ivan Kettering; in-
rage used by Mr.and Mrs, Ron-|ment, sald that damage would
ald Cannon and Mr. and Mrs. Mar| propably amount to from $300
vin ‘Overland, who live in a du-|ts $500 worth,
plex at 2673 and 2677 Carson St.| gy vo) are still investi:

Charred atong one side also was
anothér double garage used by gating to determine the cause
lof the fire.

the residents of another duplex,
Beach to fill in here, and'a Re. Grass fires are extremely prev:
alent in summer months, If

dondorescue  outfit was also
brought here to help.., a grass fire had broken
opt .during the Sulphur fire,
Chief Benner sald, in Walteria
or Hollywood Riviera, it could
have swept into homes and caus-
ed untold ~damage before fire
trucks could have gotten there
Luckily, thig did not happen.
Nothing could haye been:done

time of emergenty, mutual aid
is asked for and given.between
cities, but he says that a city
should not have to ask for help
undér normal circumstances.
The Sulphur fire was a mnor-
mal circumstance, Chief Benner
says, so . were .the nine fires about a fire at that time ex-
that broke out during a fourslcept by Redondo Beach, gince|
hour stretch on ' June 30, yef all the local trucks were intrl-
two county engine = com] |cately engaged in putting out
had to be called in to the Sulphur fire—with hose laid
local firemen during that afterand connected, streets blocked,
noon.
Grass Fire Would Mean Ruln

i

(To Be Continued)

we bet that Gossard
will be your pet
NEXT-OF-SKIN

Umpteen girls with likes
like yours, adore these
little Gossard numbers,

The pantie, because
it's the lightest

. lightweight, boneless—

and éven 8o, experts at

smoothing. The bra,.
* because it'ss0

uplifting, fitting and

cotton. Sound good?

That's Gossard for you!

Gossordeb panie girdle of imvenst

and satin elastic with knit

walst-or-ahove bond, 14

ond 16° lengths, §-M-L.

Siip-on. White, ‘o 1o $0.00

b lyhey.
lorcup, lace edge,

A ond B wps, W”: i

And that sets them to thinking. And debating..
‘And pondering. Because most all of our used cars
are as young as Springtime and shiny as a new
‘dime. Folks look at the prica tag and say*“Hmm

less Now. .. maybe we m;ght to

M‘ybeyou'mdlﬁerent.l‘orlnymmherotmond’
Teasons youmnywmt‘uudm—l‘oodwdw.
1f s0, we've got them, Here arg some examplest b

ore are some excmpless:
695

H
I 9 48 PLYMOUTH DELUXE 2.DR.
CHEVROLET FLEETLINE 4-DOOR.

Radio, heater, clean as a pin
194 Radio, Heater. 2-Tons Paint * )
dable, low priced Ahis Is it

For a dep
DODGE 4-DOOR CUSTOM,
Radio, heater. .You'd $ -
better hurry for this onel 473

ESTABLISHED 1919

w L

1307 - 1313 SARTORI AVE.

Come.in and see them!

Schultz & Peckham

Your Ford Dealer
1420 CABRILLO AVE. FAirfax 8.5014




